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“But that isn’t the whole story…”

“Ichthyosis” by Jennifer Culkin
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Human, Humanity, Humanities



Who is speaking? 
Who is acting? 
Who is recounting about himself or herself? 
Who is the moral subject of imputation?” 

Oneself as Another
by Paul Ricoeur
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The Righteous Mind
by Jonathan Haidt
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The Humanities
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Empathy…
“the cement…of sentimentalism as a total, present-day 
theoretical approach to moral issues.” 

“The difference between sympathy and empathy,” he 
writes, “corresponds to the distinction between feeling 
(sorry) for someone who is in pain and (like Bill Clinton) 
feeling their pain.”

“empathy involves having the feelings of another 
(involuntarily) aroused in ourselves, as when we see 
another in pain.”

Moral Sentimentalism
by Michael Slote
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Empathy…

“I do not project; I receive the other into myself and I see 
and feel with the other. I become a duality.”

Caring
by Nel Noddings
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Narrative Empathy…

“…the sharing of feeling and perspective-taking induced 
by reading, viewing, hearing, or imagining narratives of 
another’s situation and condition.”

“‘Empathy’ becomes yet another example of the 
Western imagination’s imposition of its own values on 
cultures and peoples that it scarcely knows, but 
presumes to ‘feel with,’ in a cultural imperialism of the 
emotions.” 

Empathy and the Novel
by Suzanne Keen
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“Empathetic racial impersonation”

Black for a Day
by Alisha Gaines
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Complicating Empathy…

To acknowledge sympathy only as feeling across 
difference erases its violent origins in the matrices of 
domination that produce the system of racial difference. 
We should instead apprehend the hierarchies built into 
sympathy, a concept that has been foundational to the 
geopolitical configurations of modernity—including the 
construction of the United States. 

Disaffected
by Xine Yao
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Stories of Belief



The diagnosis: Bifurcation

The remedy: Transdisciplinarity
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Interdisciplinary Studies…

“…a process of answering a question, solving a 
problem, or addressing a topic that is too broad or 
complex to be dealt with adequately by a single 
discipline and draws on the disciplines with the goal of 
integrating their insights to construct a more 
comprehensive understanding.” 

Interdisciplinary Research
by Allen F. Repko & Rick Szostak
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Transdisciplinarity
(as opposed to multi- or inter-disciplinarity)

“…exemplifies one of the historically important driving forces in the area of interdisciplinarity, namely, the idea of the desirability 
of the integration of knowledge into some meaningful whole” (Petrie).

“…integrates the natural, social and health sciences in a humanities context, and transcends their traditional boundaries” (Choi
and Pak). 
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Going Forward…
• encourage students training for healthcare professions to branch out and take courses in Humanities disciplines
• the integration of literature into already existing nursing courses
• more opportunities for collaboration across disciplines to explore specific topics
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Thank you!
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