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Our Mission 

To work in partnership with communities to protect and 
promote the health and well-being of all Boston residents, 

especially those impacted by racism and systemic inequities.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How We Got Here:
Mission statement updated 2023 through a community engagement process





This is Local Public Health

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a call to action and to change creation that is Rooted in Community, social and racial justice – 
Shifting Power and Resources
Whole of society approach
Establish Shared Goals Locally
Change Long-Standing Systems, Policies and Structures
De-silo and Invest Collaboratively
Analyze, Interrogate and Respond to Your Data





$269 Million

Racial and Ethnic Disparities
HIV Care & Treatment
Workforce Development
Alzheimer’s Care
Supportive Housing
Substance Use Disorder

~100 Staff Members





Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion

at BPHC





Recent Measles Outbreaks
• 2019

• 71 cases, 86% unvaccinated
• Clark County, Washington State

• 2022
• 85 cases, 94% unvaccinated
• Central Ohio

• 2025
• 159 cases as of March 4th, 1 death, most unvaccinated
• South Plains Texas

Building a Healthy Boston | boston.gov/bphc 10



Misinformation, 
Disinformation and 
Partial Truths

• Emphasis on nutrition

• Vitamin A as prevention 
 and treatment for measles

• Herd immunity and intentional 
 infection



Committee on Oversight 
and 

Government
Reform Hearing

Boston is the safest major city in 
America.
- A welcoming home for everyone
- Investments in public safety AND 

public health
- Community engagement, 

collaborative partnerships, 
neighborhood-level relationships

- BPHC & the public health 
approach to violence 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

FOR BACKGROUND ONLY Boston Trust Act: originally signed into law by Mayor Marty Walsh in 2014, and updated in 2019.  It outlines how BPD works with ICE – prohibiting them from working with ICE on civil immigration enforcement efforts. The intent is that immigrants who live and work in Boston can trust the Boston Police Department – making everyone safer. 







Life Expectancy in Boston by Census Tract,
2015-2021

92 years
Median Income: $141,250

College Degree: 91%
White: 82%

Black/African-American: 1%
Latinx: 8%

A Census Tract in Back Bay A Census Tract in Roxbury

69 years
Median Income: $41,211

College Degree: 44%
White: 13%

Black/African-American: 50%
Latinx: 32%

23 years
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Trends in Average Life Expectancy in Boston 
(2012-2023) 

87.7

75.4

82.7
81.6
81.3

White non-Hispanic

Hispanic

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
81.3
DATA SOURCE: Boston resident deaths, Massachusetts Department of Public Health Please be advised that 2023 data are preliminary and subject to change. Raw preliminary data may be incomplete or inaccurate, have not been fully verified, and revisions are likely to occur following the production of these data. The Department of Public Health strongly cautions users regarding the accuracy of statistical analyses based on preliminary data and particularly with regard to small numbers of events.




Top 3 Causes of Death

1 Drug Overdose

2 Cancer

3 Heart Disease

Leading Causes of Premature Mortality Among Black 
Individuals in Boston, 2021-2023
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Focus Areas: 
Leading Causes of Premature 
Mortality

• Drug Overdoses
• Cardiometabolic Diseases
• Preventable Cancers

Health of Bostonians Across Lifespan
• Mental Health
• Infant and Maternal Health
• Older Adult Health

Long Term Goal: 
To Close the Gap in Life Expectancy in Boston by 2035



Health outcomes like life expectancy and premature mortality are 
primarily determined by social factors and conditions 
within our communities



A multi-sector 
partnership that will 

support efforts 
identified by 

community-led 
coalitions that improve 
health and well-being 

by 
promoting economic 

mobility, 
a key priority in the 

Boston CHIP

How will this partnership 
achieve this? 

• $10M catalytic investment from 
Atrius Health Equity 

Foundation

Addressing Upstream Drivers of Premature Mortality 
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Be an Advocate
• Mobilize, Speak Up

• Strong Communities are Healthy Communities

• Participate in Civic Engagement

• Join the Public Health Workforce
• Job Opportunities at BPHC
• Internships at BPHC
• Student Opportunities at MPHA – Sign up for their newsletter!
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Thank You!

Acknowledgements:
BPHC Communications, Exec Office and IGR

bojikutu@bphc.org
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