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Federal Vaccine Policy Has 
been Chaotic!

Massachusetts is Committed to 
Evidence-Based Vaccine Policy

Federal Vaccine Policy has been Challenging
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Traditional Vaccine Recommendation Process
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Adapted from Clin Infect Dis, ciag042, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciag042

Research and clinical trials

https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciag042
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Disruptions to the Traditional Vaccine Recommendation 
Process
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Adapted from Clin Infect Dis, ciag042, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciag042

Research and clinical trials

Restrict licensing of 
COVID-19 vaccine to 
certain populations

https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciag042


Massachusetts Department of Public Health | mass.gov/dph

Disruptions to the Traditional Vaccine Recommendation 
Process
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Adapted from Clin Infect Dis, ciag042, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciag042

Research and clinical trials

Organizations that typically 
contribute to ACIP work 
groups were blocked from 
participation.

https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciag042


Massachusetts Department of Public Health | mass.gov/dph

Disruptions to the Traditional Vaccine Recommendation 
Process
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Adapted from Clin Infect Dis, ciag042, https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciag042

Research and clinical trials

Reconstituted ACIP members 
without vaccine experience 
with vaccine skeptic views.

https://doi.org/10.1093/cid/ciag042
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Timeline of Recent Federal Vaccine Actions

• June 2025 – RFK dismissed all members of the ACIP. The ACIP was reconstituted 
with members that were not knowledgeable about vaccines and/or had 
expressed vaccine skepticism. 

• August 2025 – FDA approved updated fall 2025 COVID-19 vaccines but limited 
licensing to adults 65 and older and younger people with at least one high-risk 
condition.

• September 2025 – ACIP/CDC recommended individual-based decision-making 
for COVID-19 vaccination for child and adults.

• December 2025 – ACIP/CDC recommended individual-based decision-making 
for hepatitis B vaccination at birth for infants born to women who tested 
negative for hepatitis B virus.

• January 2026 – HHS/CDC revised the federal childhood immunization schedule 
– removed several vaccines from the routinely recommended list  
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What are the Concerns About the Federal Changes to 
Childhood Vaccine Recommendations?

• Improper process to enact these changes
• No new science to support changing the 

recommendations
• Pushback from clinicians, public health 

organizations and major medical groups

“Science only complicates rhetoric.”
  - Kevin Hall

82026 MAIC Conference
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Legal Action pursued against the federal government

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) along with 
others sued RFK and HHS in federal court about 
the federal vaccine actions.

Recently, a federal judge in Boston stayed many of 
the federal actions:
1. The January 2026 Memo – which had reduced 

routine childhood vaccine recommendations 
was stayed.

2. The reconstituted ACIP membership – the 13 
members Secretary Kennedy appointed are 
now stayed from service, effectively freezing the 
committee. 

3. All votes taken by the reconstituted ACIP – the 
June, September, and December 2025 votes 
(on flu/thimerosal, COVID, and hepatitis B) are 
stayed. 
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Recent CDC Changes to Childhood Vaccine 
Recommendations

• No new science to support changing the 
recommendations

• “Arbitrary and capricious”
• Pushback from clinicians, public health 

organizations and major medical groups
• States, health departments, and professional 

organizations have taken action to counter 
federal vaccine policy actions. 

• Federal government is no longer a reliable 
source for evidence-base guidance for 
immunization

112026 MAIC Conference
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DPH Takes Steps to Ensure COVID-19 Vaccine Access
Last fall, there was concern that ACIP/CDC would not 
recommend COVID-19 vaccines

Governor Healey and DPH Commissioner Goldstein took several 
actions announced in September 2025:

• Insurance coverage for vaccines - Division of Insurance 
(DOI) and Department of Public Health (DPH) issued a 
bulletin that requires insurance carriers in Massachusetts to 
continue to cover vaccines recommended by DPH.

• Standing orders to permit pharmacists to administer 
COVID-19 vaccines – Commissioner Goldstein issued a 
standing order to allow pharmacies to continue to provide 
COVID-19 vaccines to Massachusetts residents aged five 
and older.

• DPH Commissioner decides which vaccines can be 
given in pharmacies - DPH updated its vaccine 
administration policy to permit the DPH Commissioner to 
determine which routine vaccines can be administered by 
pharmacists in Massachusetts, instead of limiting them only 
to vaccines recommended by ACIP/CDC.
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Responding to RFK’s ACIP Vaccine Votes

Pediatric Hepatitis B vaccine Pediatric MMRV vaccine COVID-19 vaccine

Issued Guidance for Clinicians in Massachusetts for:

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/dph-recommended-guidance-for-vaccines?_ga=2.132252366.1189095618.1773066220-
2034031560.1772812261&_gl=1*hsum27*_ga*MjAzNDAzMTU2MC4xNzcyODEyMjYx*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*czE3NzM5NDUyNjYkbzEkZzEkdDE3NzM5NDUyNjYkajYwJGwwJGgw#covid-19-
vaccine-guidance
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Responding to HHS Pediatric Immunization Schedule 
Overhaul

DPH advisory released in January 
2026 advising physicians and 
families to follow the American 
Academy of Pediatrics 
Recommended Child and 
Adolescent Immunization Schedule 
following changes announced by 
the CDC. 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/dph-guidance-on-recommended-reference-materials-for-
pediatric-immunization/download
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Massachusetts School Vaccine Requirements
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Northeast Public Health Collaborative

Massachusetts led the effort to create the Northeast Public 
Health Collaborative, a consortium of state and city health 
departments across the Northeast committed to safeguarding 
public health. As part of the Collaborative, DPH has collaborated 
on multiple statements related to pediatric vaccines:

o Endorsing evidence-based recommendations

o Pointing clinicians to evidence based clinical guidance 
resources

o Refuting claims that pediatric vaccines cause autism
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DPH Activities to Support Vaccination

• Developed contingency plans in case 
pediatric vaccines are no longer available 
through CDC/VFC

• Monitor pediatric vaccination rates – yearly 
school vaccination surveys

• Monitor respiratory illness vaccination – MA 
Respiratory Immunization Dashboard

• In collaboration with partner organizations:
 - Clinician education and outreach
 - Community education and  
 outreach
 - Support mobile, school and 
 community vaccination events

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/school-immunizations
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/immunizations-for-respiratory-diseases

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/immunizations-for-respiratory-diseases
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/immunizations-for-respiratory-diseases
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/immunizations-for-respiratory-diseases
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https://www.mass.gov/info-details/immunizations-for-respiratory-diseases
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Thank you! Connect with DPH

X: @MassDPH

LinkedIn:
Massachusetts Department of Public Health

mass.gov/DPH
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https://x.com/massdph
https://www.linkedin.com/company/massachusetts-department-of-public-health/
https://mass.gov/DPH
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